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A LETTER from Wil 
liam Shirley, E/; Governor of 
Maſlachuſet's Bay, to his Grace 
the Duke of Newcaſtle, &c. 


Lauisbourg, October 28, 1 745. 


My Lord Duke, | 
HE Council, and Houſe 
4 >> 7 
ar of Repreſentatives of the 
Province under my Go- 
vernment, having taken 
Occaſion, in a late Ad- 
dreſs to me, to deſire, that 
upon my Arrival here, I 
e would give Orders, that 
* a full Account of the Proceedings of the 
” „ Forces raiſed under my Com- 
miſſion, for the Reduction of Cape- Breton, du- 
* ring the late Siege of this Place, to the Time 
* of its Surrender, ſhould be tranſmitted in the 
„ moſt effectual Manner, and as ſoon as poſ- 
* ſible, to his Majeſty,” I have cauſed the 
incloſed Account of their Proceedings and 
Services, from their firſt landing at Canſo, to 
the Time of the Surrender of this Place, to 
be taken upon the Spot, from Perſons who 
were privy to every Part of the Tranſactions, 
and to be laid before Sir William Pepperrell, 
A 2 and 
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5 (4) 
and other principal Officers of the Army, for 
their Peruſal and Atteſtation; and am per- 
ſuaded, from my own Obſervations upon the 
Spot, as well as the Accounts of theſe Gen- 
tlemen, that it contains a juſt Repreſentation 
of the Conduct and Behaviour of the Troops 
in the Reduction of this Place; and now take 
the Liberty to tranſmit it to your Grace, 
purſuant to the Aſſembly's Requeſt to me. 
The Sum of this Account is, That the New- 
England Troops having failed from Canſo the 
29th of April, till which Time they were de- 
fained there by the unufual Quantity of Ice 
in Chappeau-Rouge- Bay, came to an Anchor 
the next Morning, between Nine and Ten, 
in the Bay, at the Diſtance of about two 


Miles from Hlat-Point-Cove, where being diſ- 


covered by the Enemy, a Party of about 150 
Men were detached from Lowisbourg, under 
the Command of Captain Morepang and M. 
Boularderie, to oppoſe their landing: That 
General Pepperrell having made a Feint to 
land a Party in Boats at the Cove, in order 
to draw the Enemy thither, did, by a Signal 
from the Veſſels, cauſe thoſe Boats ſuddenly 
to row back, and join another Party of Boats 
under his Stern, out of which were landed, 


at two Miles Diſtance from the Cove, about 


one Hundred of our Men, before the Enemy 
could come round to oppoſe them, who, not- 
withſtanding the Enemy had the Advantage 
of being covered by their Woods, attacked 
them ſo briskly, that they killed fix of them 
upon the Spot, took as many Priſoners, (a- 

mong 


($] 


mong whom was M. Boularderie) wounde 
ſeveral more, and, after exchanging ſome 

Shot, put the reſt to Flight, (ſome of whom 
were taken Prifoners the next Day,) with the 
Damage ſuſtained on our Side, of only two 
Men's being ſlightly wounded : That 2000 
of the Troops were Janded the ſame Day, and 
the Remainder, being near 2000 more, the 
Day following : That, on the next Day, a De- 
tachment of 400 of our Men marched round 
to the North Eaſt Harbour, behind the Range 
of Hills there, where they burnt all the Ene- 
my's Houſes and Stores in that Neighbour- 
hood, at the Diſtance of about a Mile from 
the Grand Battery, whereby ſuch a Terror 
was ſtruck into them, that the ſame Night 
they deſerted that Battery, leaving the Artil- 
lery, conſiſting of 28 Cannon of 42 16. Shot, 
and two of 18 . and the Qrdnance Stores 
belonging to it, (except their Powder, which 
they threw into a Well) ſo precipitately, that 
they only ſpiked up their Cannon in a ſlight 
Manner, without knocking off any of the 
Trunnions, or doing other Damage to them, 
and but very little to the Carriages : That 
the next Morning, being the 5d of May, a 
Party of about fifteen or ſixteen of our Men 
diſcovered that the Enemy had abandoned the 
Grand Battery, and drove off a Party of 


them, which attempted to reland there, that 
Morning, in Boats, notwithſtanding they ſtood 
on the open Beach, expoſed to the Fire of 
the Enemy's Cannon from the Town, and 
their Muſquetery from the Boats : That not- 

Fr. withſtanding 


E272 
withſtanding an inceſſant Fire from the Ene- 
my's Cannon and Mortars in the Town, at 
the Diſtance of 5913 Feet from it, and, 
from the Iſland Battery, at the Diſtance of 
4800 Feet, our Troops, by the next Day, 
cleared three of the Cannon in the Grand 
Battery, which pointed againſt the Town, and 
returned their Fire upon the Enemy there, and 
alſo from other of the Guns, which pointed 
againſt the Iſland Battery, and were, by De- 
grees, unſpiked in a few Days: That our 
Troops, within the Compaſs of 23 Days from 
the Time of their firſt landing, erected five Faſ- 
cine Batteries againſt the Town, conſiſting of 
Cannon, ſome of 42 15. Shot, others of 22 16. 
and others of 9 . Mortars of 13, 11, and 
9 Inches Diameter, with ſome Cohorns ; all 
which were tranſported by Hand, with incre- 
dible Labour and Difficulty, and moſt of 
them above two Miles, all the Ground over 
which they were drawn, except ſmall Patches, 
or Hills of Rocks, being a deep Morals, in 
which, whilſt the Cannon were upon Wheels, 
they ſeveral Times funk ſo deep, as not on- 
ly to bury the Carriages, but the whole Body 
of the Cannon likewiſe : Horſes and Oxen 
could not be employed in this Service, but all 
muit be drawn by Men themſelves, up to the 
Knees in Mud at the ſame Time ; the Nights 
in which the Work was to be done, cold 
and foggy, their Tents bad, there being na 
proper Materials for Tents to be had in New- 
Hngland, at the Outſet of the Expedition: 
But notwithſtanding theſe Difficulties, and 
many 


(7) 
many of the People's being barefooted, and 
almoſt without Cloaths, by Means of this 
Service, in which they had worn them out, 
and their being taken down with Fluxes, fo 
that at one Time there were 1500 Men inca- 
pable of Duty, occaſioned by their Fatigue, 
they went on chearfully without being diſ- 
couraged, or murmuring, and, by the Help 
of Sledges, tranſported the Cannon and Mor- 
tars over theſe Ways, which the French had 
always thought impaſſable for ſuch heavy 
Weights, and was indeed impracticable by 
any People of leſs Reſolution and Perſeverance, 
or leſs Experience in removing heavy Bodies; 
and beſides this, they had all their Proviſions 
and heavy Ammunition, which they daily 
made uſe of, to bring from the Camp over 
the ſame Way upon their Backs. 5 

To annoy our People in making their Ap- 
proaches, and carrying on their Batteries, 
the Enemy erected new Works, where they 
mounted ſome Cannon, from whence, as 
well as from the Cannon of other Batteries, 
and from their Mortars, they continually 
maintained a ſtrong Fire, till their Cannon 
was ſilenced by being diſmounted, or having 
their Men beat off by our Cannon. 

The moſt advanced of our five Batteries, 
which was finiſned on the 17th of May, was 
within the Diſtance of 250 Yards from the 
Weſt Gate of the Town ; fo that from this 
Battery ſeveral of the Enemy were killed by 
our Muſquetery, as were ſome of our Men 
by the Enemy*s from the Walls; and * 

is 


(8) 
this Battery was ſo near the Enemy's Works, 
that our Men were obliged to load the Can- * 
non there under the Fire of their Muſque- 
tery, which was very ſharp on both Sides, the 
Enemy generally opening the Action every 
Morning with the Fire of their Small Arms 
upon this Battery, for two Hours, which was 
conſtantly returned with Advantage on our 
Side. The Execution done from theſe, and 
the Grand Battery, was very conſiderable : 
The Weſt Gate was entirely beat down, the 
Wall adjoining very much battered, and a 
Breach made in it at about 10 Feet from the 
Bottom of the Wall. The Circular Battery of 
16 Cannon, 24 Pounders, near the Weſt 

Gate, (and the principal one againſt Ships 
| next to the Grand Battery, and Iſland Bat- 
tery) was almoſt entirely ruined, and all the 

Cannon, but three, diſmounted. Their North 

Eaft Battery, conſiſting of two Lines of 42 

and 32 Pounders, in all ſeventeen Cannon, 

another principal Battery againſt Ships, was 
damaged, and the Men beat off from their 

Guns. The Weſt Flank of the King's Baſ- 

tion belonging to the Cittade], and the Bat- 

tery there of ſix 24 Pounders, which poiat- 

ed to the Land Side, and greatly annoyed 

our Works, was almaſt demoliſhed. Two 

Cavaliers of two 24 Pounders, each raiſed 

during the Siege, and two ather Cannon ot 

the ſame Weight of Metal, run out at two 

Embrazures, cut through the Parapet near 

the Weſt Gate at the fame Time, (all point- 

ing againſt our Batteries) were * on 

. ſilenced. 
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(9) 
filenced. The Cittadel was very much da- 
maged ; ſeveral Houſes in the City entirely 
demoliſhed, and almoſt every one more or 
leſs hurt; and Maurepas-Gate, at the Eaſtern- 
moſt Part of the City, ſhatter'd : And as croſs 
Fires from the Cannon and Mortars, and 
even from our Muſquetery, ranged through 
the Houſes and Streets in every Part of the 
City, and through the Enemy's Parades, 
whereby many were killed, it drove the 
Inhabitants out of their Houſes into Caſmates, 
and other cover d Holds, where they were 
obliged to take Refuge for ſeveral Weeks : 
And beſides this, the Fire from the Grand 
Battery damaged alſo the Barracks of the 
INand Battery. 5 
During this Time, our Parties of Scouts 
ſo thoroughly ranged the Woods, that they 
ſeldom returned without bringing in ſome 
Priſoners, which very much confined the 
Enemy within their Walls, who were con- 
ſtantly worſted in all Skirmiſhes, and repul- 
ſed in every Sally which they made, and 
frequently by an inferior Number of our Men, 
and with very little Loſs, upon theſe Occaſi- 
ons, ſuſtained on our Side, 4 Chief of which 
was a Party of 18 of our Men ſtragling con- 
trary to Orders, being ſurprized and cut off 
a large Number of Indians, and another 
Nine, coming on Shore, out of one of 
the Cruizers, to water, without their Arms, 
being likewiſe ſurprized and cut off by ſome 
Indians. That on the 26th of May, after 
ſome ineffectual Preparations for making an 
B Attack 
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( 10) 
Attack upon the Enemy's Iſland Battery, 
which is a ſtrong Fort built on a rocky 
Ifland, at the Entrance into the Harbour, 
mounted with 30 Cannon of 28 15. Shot, 
and having ſeveral Swivel Guns upon its 


Breaſt Work, and two Braſs 10 Inch Mor- 


tars, and 180 Men, it was at Night attempt- 


ed by a Party of 400 of our Men in Boats; 
but from the Strength of the Place, and the 


Advantage which the Enemy had by being 
under Cover, and our Men expoſed in open 
Boats, the Surf running high, our Men not 
being thoroughly acquainted with the beſt 
Place for landing, and the Enemy beſides (as 
is moſt probable) being apprized of their De- 
ſign, they were repulſed with the Loſs of hav- 
ing about 60 killed and drowned, and 116 
taken Priſoners; yet under theſe Diſadvantages 
ſeveral of them advanced within the Enemy's 
Battery, and maintained a Fight with them 
for ſome Time before they ſurrendred, and 
killed ſome of them: That it being judged 
of the utmoſt Conſequence to make ourſelves 
Maſters of the Iſland Battery, as it was 
thought extremely dangerous for his Majeſty's 
Ships to have entered the Harbour *till 
the Enemy could be annoyed in that Bat- 
tery; and it being after the laſt Attempt 
thought impracticable to reduce it by Boats, 


it was determined to erect a Battery near 


the Light-Houſe oppoſite to it, at 3400 
Feet diſtance from it; and the ſame was, by 
the x1th of June, notwithſtanding the almoſt 
inſuperable Difficulties, which attended the 

drawing 


(23) 
drawing of the Cannon up a ſteep Bank 
and Rock, raiſed in fuch er, as not to 
be expoſed to more than four of the Enemy's 
Cannon, and at the ſame Time to flank a 
Line of above twenty of their Guns; and 
two Eighteen Pounders were on that Day 
mounted, and began to play, and by the 1 1 
of June, Four more Cannon of 18 55. Shot 
were added, and on the 15th, a Mortar of 
13 Inches Diameter was removed thither, out 
of which 19 Bombs were thrown, 17 whereof 
fell within the Ifland Battery, and one of 
them upon the Magazine ; and this, together 
with the Fire from our Cannon, to which the 
Enemy was very much expoſed, they having 
but little to ſhelter them from the Shot, 
which ranged quite through their Line of Bar- 
racks, fo terrified them, that many of them 
left the Fort, and ran into the Water for 
Refuge. And now, the Grand Battery being 
in our Poſſeſſion, the Iſland Battery (eſteemed 
by the French the Palladium of Lowisbourg) 
ſo much annoyed from the Light-houſe Bat- 
tery, that they could not entertain Hopes of 
keeping it much longer; the Enemy's North- 
Eaſt Battery being damaged, and ſo much 
expoſed to the Fire from our advanc'd Bat- 
tery, that they could not ſtand to their Guns ; 
the circular Battery ruined, and all its Guns 
but three diſmounted, whereby the Harbour 
was diſarmed of all its principal Batteries; 
the Weſt Gate of the City being demoliſhed, 
and a Breach made in the adjoining Wall ; 
the Weſt Flank of the King's Baſtion almoſt 

B 2 ruined ; 
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ruined ; and moſt of their other Guns, which 
had been mounted during the Time of the 
Siege, being filenced; all the Houſes and 
other Buildings within the City (ſome of which 
were quite demoliſhed) ſo damaged, that but 
one among them was left unhurt ; the Enemy 
extremely harraſſed by their long Confinement 

within their Caſmates, and other covered 
Holds, and their Stock of Ammunition be- 
ing almoſt - exhauſted, Mr. Duchambon ſent 
out a Flag of Truce to the Camp on the 15th 


Day of June in the Afternoon, deſiring Time 


to conſider of Articles of Capitulation, which 
was accordingly granted them till next Morn- 
ing, when they ſent Articles in, which were 
rejected by the General and Commodore, 
and others propoſed by them in their Stead, 
and accepted by the Enemy: And Hoſtages 
being exchanged on the ſame Day for the Per- 
formance of the Articles, on the 17th of 
June the City was ſurrendred to Mr. Warren 
and General Pepperrell, and the Garriſon, con- 


fiſting of about 650 regular Troops, and 


the Inhabitants of the City being about 1 300 
effective Men, beſides Women and Children, 
made Priſoners by Capitulation, with the 
Loſs on our Side of no more than 101 Men 
killed by the Enemy and all other Accidents 
from the Time of their Landing to the Re- 
duction of the Place, and about 30 who died 
of Sickneſs. _ | | 

I omit mentioning the Breaking up of the 
Settlements at St. Peters, and eight * 4 Fiſn- 
ing Settlements upon this Iſland; and the 

* —_— 


( 13 ) 
Burning of ſeveral Houſes at St. Job's Iſland 
within the Time of the Siege, by Companies 
put on board ſome of our Cruizers. 

By this Repreſentation of the Services of his 
Majeſty's Land Forces, I would not be under- 
ſtood to intend to exclude his Majeſty's Ships 
from their juſt Share in the Reduction of this 
Place. Mr. Warren, upon whom I very much 
depended from the Beginning for Aſſiſtance 
and Succeſs in this Enterprize, did, upon his 
receiving Orders by his Majeſty's Sloop Hind, 
the gth of March, to proceed to Boſton, and 
concert Meaſures with me for the Protection 
of Nova Scotia, and the Annoyance of the 
Enemy's Settlements, c. immediately pro- 
ceed with his Majeſty's Ships Superbe, Mer- 
maid, and Launceſton, under his Command, 
for Boſton ; but upon getting Intelligence at 
Sea of the Departure of the New-England 
Land Forces for Canſo, tho* he was then 
within 30 Leagues of Boſton, without Refreſh- 
ments, or his Complement of Ordnance-Stores, 
and one of his Ships not very fit for imme- 
diate Service, fail'd directly for that Place; 
where having overtaken the Forces, and con- 
| ferred with the General by Letter, upon his 
Majeſty's Service in the Expedition; and it 
being thought adviſeable by both, that the 
Ships ſhould directly proceed before Louis- 
bourg Harbour to cut off all Supplies and In- 
telligence from the Enemy, immediately pro- 
ceeded there, and moſt effectually blocked 
up the Harbour ; and by engaging and taking 
the Vigilant, a French Ship of War of 64 

Guns, 


( 14 ) 
Guns, bound for Lewishourg with ſome Ord- 
-nance Stores, eut off from the Enemy all 
Hopes of any Supplies or Succours, and gave 
great Spirits to the Land Forces in carrying 
on the Siege ; and afterwards, upon his Ma- 
jeſty's Ship Chefter's Arrival from England 


to reinforce him, and receiving Advice that 
the Canterbury and Sunder were follow- 
ing, determined to enter the Harbour as 
ſoon as thoſe Ships ſhould join him, and at- 
tack the Town and Batteries with his Ma- 
_ jeſty's Ships, whilſt the Land Forces made an 
Aſſault upon the 7 by Land ; which was 
agreed on, between Mr. Warren and the Ge- 
neral, to be made the 16th of June, and the 
Ships were accordingly clearing on the 1 ;th 
of Fune, in order to enter the Harbour, but 
were prevented by the Enemy's making Pro- 
poſals for a Capitulation; And indeed Mr. 
Warren offered his Aſſiſtance for His Ma- 
jeſty'y Service in every Shape. 
It is unneceſſary for me to trouble your 
Grace with a Detail of the Plans propoſed du- 


ring the Siege for a more ſpeedy Reduction 
of the Place; as far as I can judge, it was 
effected moſt happily in the Manner which it 
was reduced'in, as the Succeſs of the Event 
was much more ſecure in this Way ; and it 
has coſt fewer Lives; and the Place was 
gained without the leaſt Damage being done 
to any of his Majeſty's Ships. 

I hope theſe Services of the New- England 
Troops in the Field, which ſeem to have 
equalled the Zeal of the Maſſachu ſel's Council 
and Aſſembly within their Province, for His 

Majeſty's 


* vw 1 


. 


Majeſty's Service, upon this Occaſion, may be 
graciouſly accepted by His Majeſty, as a Proof 
of that perfect Duty and firm Loyalty which, 
I am perſuaded, all the Colonies concerned 
in the Reduction of this Place (but eſpecially 


that of the Maſſachuſet's Bay, for which 1 


can more particularly anſwer) bear to His 
Majeſty's ſacred Perſon, and to His Govern- 
ment, and of their ready Diſpoſition to pro- 
mote the general Welfare of His Dominions : 
And I humbly beg of your Grace to lay this 
Account before His Majeſty, in ſuch Manner 
as your Grace ſhall think moſt proper. 


Jan, &c. 


William Shirley. 
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JOURNAL 
Of the S1tGE of 
 LOUISBOURG, &c. 


HE Forces raiſed within the Province 
of the Maſſachuſet's Bay, being about 
3250 Men, excluſive of Commiſſi- 1744-5- 

” on Officers, embark'd the 24th of Mar. 24. 

March, 1744-5, in ſeven Weeks from the Time 
of iſſuing Governor Sbirley's Proclamation for 
raiſing them, under Convoy of the Shirlezy-Galley, 
then in the Employ of that Government, and 
now his Majeſty's Frigate Shirley, Captain Rous 

Commander, and arrived the 4th of April at 

Canſo, appointed by the Governor to be the Place 

of Rendezvous for the Tranſports and Cruizers, 

and for a Communication of Intelligence be- 
tween himſelf at Beton, General Pepperrell's 

Camp before the Town of Louisbourg, and Mr. 

Warren from the Ships before the Harbour, and 

for lodging all Stores not in immediate Uſe in 

the Camp and Fleet, where they found the New- 

Hampſbire Forces, being 304, incluſive of Com- 

miſſion Officers, arrived four Days before them, 

and were joined the 25th of the ſame Month by 
the Connecticut Forces, being 516, including 

Commiſſion Officers. Chapeaurouge Bay, which 

was the Place appointed for landing the Troops, 

being ſo fill'd with Ice, as to make their land- 
ing impracticable before, they were detained 
there till the latter End of the Month ; in which 

Time the General drew up and reviewed the 

Forces on Canſo Hill, and formed the lee 

Sy facn- 
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Detachments ordered to be employed in the 
ſeveral Attacks propoſed to be made immedi- 
ately after their landing at Flat Point Cove, with- 
in three Miles of the Town of Louisbourp, to 
the W.S. W. and four Miles diſtant from the 
Grand Battery to the S. W. according to the 
Plan of Operations concerted at Boſton, and 
there given him in Charge by the Governor's 
written Orders. During the Stay of the Troops 
there, a Blockhouſe was erected on Canſo Hill, 
and called Cumberland, the Flag being hoiſted 
on his Royal Highneſs's Birth-Day, picketed 
without, and defended by eight Cannon of nine 
Pound Shot, and to be garriſon'd by two Com- 
panies of Soldiers of 40 Men each, beſides 
Officers. From thence two arm'd Stoops were 
ſent to Bay Verte, to take or deſtroy ſore Veſ- 
ſels that, according to Information, were to 
carry Proviſions from thence to Louisbourg. 


April 18. And the 18th of April the Renomee, a French 


Ship of War of 30 Guns, nine Pounders, with 
300 Seamen and 5o Marines, being charg'd with 
publick Ditpatches, fell in with the arm'd Veſ- 
ſels in the Service of the Maſſachuſet*'s Govern- 
ment before Louishourg Harbour, where ſhe 
maintained a Running Fight with them, but got 
clear by out-failing them. This Ship afterwards 
fell in with the Connecticut Troops under the Con- 
voy of their own Colony Sloop, and the Rhoad 
Nand Sloop, the latter of which ſhe attacked 
and damag'd conſiderably ; but finally the Sloop 
got off, as did the Troops with their other Con- 
voy during the Engagement. And after having 
made two more Attempts to puſh into the Har- 
bour, and been again hindred and chaſed by 
the Maſſac buſel's Cruizers, returned to France 
without 


(19) 
without having delivered her Packets; from 
whence ſhe failed again the Beginning of Fuly, 


with ſix Ships more, being the Breſt Squadron, 


for Loutzbourg, 


The 22d of April Captain Durell, in his Ma- April 22. 


jeſty's Ship Eltham of 40 Guns, arrived at Canſo 
from New- England, having received Orders 
from Mr. Warren for that Purpoſe. 


And on the 23d Mr. Warren, in his Majeſty's April 23. 


Ship Superbe of 60 Guns, with the Launceſton of 
40 Guns, Captain Calmady, and the Mermaid of 
40 Guns, Captain Deuglas, under his Command, 
and after ſtaying there ſome Hours, and having 
conferr*d with the General by Letter, Mr. War- 
ren, with the reſt of the King's Ships, failed to 
cruize off Lowisbourg. ; 


On the 29th of April the Troops embarked 4 


in four Diviſions of Tranſports, and failed for 
Chapeaurouge Bay, under Convoy of one arm'd 
Snow and two arm*d Sloops in the Service of 


the Maſſac buſel's Government, under Fire of 


| whoſe Cannon they were to land. And at the 
ſame Time a Detachment of 270 Men, under 
the Command of a Colonel, and Convoy of an 
arm'd Sloop in the Pay of the New- Hampſhire 
Government, were ſent to St. Peter's, a ſmall 
French Settlement on Cape Breton, with Orders 
(purſuant to the before-mentioned Plan of Ope- 
rations) to take the Place, burn the Houſes, and 
demoliſh the Fort, which was accordingly ef- 
fected. | 


On the zoth of April, between Nine and Ten April ;a, 


in the Morning, the Fleet, having the main Body 


of the Troops on board, came to an Anchor in 

Chapeaurouge Bay, at the Diſtance of about two 

Miles from Flat Point Cove; upon the — 
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of which the Enemy immediately fired ſome 
Cannon, and rang their Bells in the Town, to 
alarm and call in their People living in the Sub- 
urbs, and ſent out of the Town a Detachment 


of about 150 Men, headed by Captain More. 


pang and M. Boulerdyie, late an Officer in the 
Duke of Regiment in France, to oppoſe 
the landing of our Troops; upon the Sight of 
which, the General made à Feint of Landing a 
Party of our Men in Boats at Flat Point Cove, 
in order to draw the French thither, {which 
had its Effect; ) and upon a Signal from the 
Veſſels, the Boats returned, and joined another 
Party of Boats under his Stern, from whence, 

under the Fire of our Cannon, was landed, two 
Miles higher up the Bay, about 100 of our Men, 
before the Enemy could get up with them; 
and upon briskly attacking them, though under 


the Advantage of being covered with their 


Woods, after exchanging ſome Shot, killed ſix 
of them upon the Spot, took as many Priſoners, 


(among whom was M. Boulerdrie) and wounded 


ſeveral others; forced the Remainder to make 
a precipitate Flight towards the Town, with the 
Loſs of ſome others, who were the next Day 
taken Priſoners before they recovered it, which 
was done with the Damage on our Part of only 
two Men being ſlightly wounded, On the ſame 
Day about 2000 of the Troops were landed 

witho.:t any farther Oppoſition. 
On the next Day, being the 1ſt of May, the 
Remainder landed, and begun to get Proviſions 
and Stores aſhore, The landing of Proviſions, 
Ammunition, and heavy Artillery, was attended 
with extreme Difficulty and Fatigue, there being 
no Harbour there, the Surf almoſt continually 
running 
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running very high, ſo that frequently for ſome 
Days together there was no landing any Thing 
at all; and when they did, the Men were oblig'd 
to wade high into the Water to ſave every thing 
that would have been damaged by being wet. 
They had no Cloaths to ſhift themſelves with, 
but poor Defence from the Weather; at the ſame 
Time the Nights were very cold, and generally 
attended with thick heavy Foes, by Means 
whereof it was near a Fortnight before they 
could get all their Stores on Shore; and not- 
withſtanding all poſſible Care to prevent it, 
many Boats and ſome Stores were loſt. 

On May the 2d, a Detachment of 400 Men May 8. 
was ſent round behind the Hills to the North 
Eaſt Harbour, whey they got about Midnight, 
and burnt the Enemy's Houſes and Stores, about 
a Mile diſtant from the Grand Battery: 

And on the 3d of May we took Poſſeſſion 4 May 3. 
the Grand Battery which the Enemy had de- 
ſerted, owing, as it is ſuppoſed, to the Surprize 
they were in, from the firing the Houſes in the 
— hbourhood. They had abandoned this Bat- 

tery in ſo much Hurry and Confuſion, that they 
had only ſpiked up their Guns, without breaking 
off any of the Trunnions, or much damaging 
their Carriages. There were found here 28 Can- 
non of 42 Pound Shot, and two of 18 Pound, 
350 Shells of 13 Inches, and 30 Shells of 10 
Inches, and a large Quantity of Shot. The ſame 
Day a Party of the Enemy in Boats attempted 
to regain the Poſſcſſion of it, but were beat off 
by about 15 or 16 of our Men, who had before 
taken Poſſeſſion of the Battery, and ſtood on 
the Beach expoſed to the Enemy*s Muſquetery 
from the Boats, and Cannon from the T r 
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which played continually upon them. The 
Diſtance from the Grand Battery to the Iſland 
Battery is 4800 Feet. This Battery commands 
the whole Harbour from the Entrance between 
the Lighthouſe Point and the Iſland Battery, 
Two Flanks of two Guns each point from hence 
againſt the Town, and a Line of 10 Guns 
againſt the Iſland Battery. The Remainder to 
the North Eaſt Part of the Harbour, By the 
Fire from henee during the Siege, the Cittadel 
and Houſes of the Town ſuffer'd very much, as 
alſo the Barracks at the Iſland Battery. The 
Towers of tFis Battery were ſomething dama- 
ged, one Man killed and a few wounded by 
the Enemy's Cannon, which fired very briskly 
upon it, as did alſo their Mortars from the 
Town and Iſland Battery, eſpecially at the Be- 
ginning. Ina few Days the Camp was formed 
about Half a Mile from the Place where they 
made a Fc-int of Landing, but without throwing 
up Lines, depending jt. upon their Scouts and 
Guards ; but afterwards they encamped regular- 
ly, and threw up Lines near the Place of land- 
ing their Stores; and Scouts during the Siege 
were conſtantly ſent out, who ſeldom r=turn'd 
without bringing ſome Priſoners, and very 
much confined the Enemy within their Walls, 
and prevented their making frequent Sallies. 
May the 4th, we began to tos tp the Grand 
Battery, from three Cannon which had been 
cleared, as likewiſe to bombard the Fown from 
Greenhill, being the Place where the firſt Battery 
was planted, of one 13 Inch Mortar, one of 11 
Inches, and one of nine Inches, two Cannon 
nine Pounders, and two Falconets, being two 
Miles diſtant from the Camp, 1450 Yards * 
the 
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the Cittadel. Five hundred Men were order'd 


to ſuſtain this Battery; but finding the nine and 


eleven Inch Mortars would not reach the City, 
they were removed 


The jth of May, and planted with 10 Co- apy 7. 


horns at the Diſtance of goo Yards from the 
 Cittadel, where a Battery was erected 
The 1oth of May, of four 22 Pounders. 


their not being ſound. 


The 15th of May, four 22 Pounders more May 15. 


were brought to this Battery, as alſo the two 
9 Pounders and 13 Inch Mortar from Greenbill. 
From this Battery the City was bombarded, and 
as the Shot from this Battery ranged through 
the Centre of the City, it damaged not only 
the Weſt Flank of the King's Baſtion, which it 
flank' d, but alſo the Cittadel and the greateſt 
Part of the Houſes in the Town, and even Port 
Maurepas in the Eaſtermoſt Part of the City. 
This Battery was ſuſtained by the ſame Forces 
that ſuſtained the Battery at Greenhill, The 
Damage received at this Battery was the break- 
ing the Trunnion of one Cohorn, and burſting 
another ; ſix Men wounded, of whom one 
died by the Burſting of two 22 Pound Cannon. 
One Man killed and two wounded by the Ene- 
my the ſame Day. 


The 25th of May, the 13 Inch Mortar was May 25. 


burſted, and a Bombardier wounded, occaſioned 
by ſome Flaw in the Shell, which broke in the 
Mortar. Another 13 Inch Mortar from Boſton 
was mounted in the fame Place, and play*d the 
eighth Day after the other was burſted. The 
Tranſporting the Cannon was with almoſt in- 
credible Labour and Fatigue, for all the Roads 

| over 


Is. May 10. 
The 13th two of them burſted, owing to May 13. 
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over which they were drawn, ſaving here and 
there ſmall Patches of rocky Hills, was a deep 
Moraſs, in which, while the Cannon was upon 
the Wheels, they ſeveral Times ſunk, ſo as to 


bury not only the Carriages, but the whole 


Body of the Cannon likewiſe, Horſes and 
Oxen could not be employ'd in this Service, 


but the Whole was to be done by Men them- 


ſelves, up to the Knees in Mud; at the ſame 
Time the Nights, in which the Work was done, 
cold, and for the moſt Part foggy ; their Tents 


bad, there being no proper Materials to be 


had for Tents in New- England, at the Time the 
Forces were raiſed : But notwithſtanding all theſe 
Difficulties, and the People being taken down 


chiefly with Fluxes, ſo that at one Time there 


was no leſs than 1500 incapable of Duty, oc- 
caſion*d by their Fatigue, they went on chear- 


fully, without being diſcouraged or murmuring; 


and by the Help of Sledges of about 16 Feet in 


Length, and five Feet in Width, and 12 Inches 


thick, they tranſported the Cannon over theſe 
Ways, which the French had always thought 
impaſſable for ſuch heavy Bodies, and was, in- 
deed, impracticable by any People of leſs Re- 
ſolution and Perſeverance, or leſs Experience in 
removing heavy Weights ; and beſides this, they 
had all the Proviſions, Powder, Shot and Shells 


that they daily made Uſe of, to tranſport over 


the fame Ways upon their Backs. During this 
Time the French erected two Cavileirs of two 
Guns each upon the Rampart of one of the 
Faces of the King*s Baſtion, planted a great 
Number of Swivel Guns upon the Wall facing 
the Harbour, and to ſecure the low Wall at the 
South Eaſt Part of the Town, added to - 

Top 
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Top of it a Plank-work picketted, to raiſe it 
to the ſame Height with the reſt of the Wall, 
and a Range of Palliſadoes at a little Diſtance 
within the Walls, and raiſed a little Battery of 
three ſmall Guns upon the Parapet of the lower 
South Baſtion fronting Cape Noir, a ſmall Hill 
which very much commands the Town. 

May the 7th, a Flag of Truce was ſent into Afay 7, 
the Town with a Summons to deliver it up to | 
his Britaznick Majeſty : To which an Anſwer 
was returned by M. Duchambon Commander in 
Chief, That the King his Maſter having en- 
truſted him with the Defence of the Iſland, he 
could not hearken to any ſuch Propoſals till 
afrer the moſt vigorous Attack, and that he 
had no Anſwer to make but by the Mouth of 
their Cannon. 

The 8th of May, the Enemy made a Sally May 8. 
out, but were ſoon repulſed. : 

The 13th, notwithſtanding all the Care and May 13. 
Vigilance of. the Men of War and the Colony 
Cruizers, a Snow from Bourdeux got in, which 
they attempted to fire by a Fire-ſhip from the 
Grand Battery, but in vain. 

May the 16th, the Cohorns and nine and May 16. 
eleven. Inch Mortars were removed to a Hill 
within 440 Yards of the Weſt Gate; from 
whence they annoy'd the Enemy very much, 
and received no Damage at all. A Party of 
oo Men came out of the Town in the Night, 
and landed near the Lighthouſe Point, and the 
next Day attempted to ſurprize a Party that was 
poſted at the Lighthouſe, who firſt diſcovered 
the Enemy from an Eminence, where they were 
on Guard : Forty only of our Men advanced to- 
wards them : The Parties met in a Wood, and 
the Enemy were routed ; five of them _ 
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. and the 6th, the Lieutenant, wounded and taken 
Priſoner. The reſt that eſcaped joined ſome 
others and 80 Indians about Mera, and were at- 


tacked two Days after by another Party of our 
Forces that were out on a Scout. This Diſ- 


pute laſted a conſiderable Time ; and ſeveral of 


our Men made 30 Diſcharges each on the Ene- 


my, who were again routed. In this Action there 
was but one Priſoner taken. Upon Return of 


this Party, another Scout was ſent out the next 
Day, who returned in two Days, and brought 
ten Priſoners, who reported, that many of their 
People were killed and wounded in the laft 
Skirmiſh. Our Scouts and Cruizers, at diffe- 


rent Times, took and burnt moſt of their ſmall 


Settlements, and took about 300 Priſoners. 


May 17. The 17th of May, the advanced Battery was 


raiſed, bearing W. by N. + N. 250 Yards Di- 


ſtance from the Weſt Gate, and one 18 Poun- 


der mounted ; and the next Night another 18 
Pounder and two 42 Pounders were mounted. 
They were all brought from the Grand Battery, 
upwards of two Miles, as the Road goes, over 


a very rough, rocky, hilly Way : From hence 


not only the Weſt Gate was beaten down, but 

a Breach made in the Wall adjoining, and the 
North Eaſt Battery was damaged and render'd 
almoſt uſeleſs, their Guns lying entirely open 

to the Fire from this Battery. "This Battery be- 

ing ſo near the Town, there was no Safety in 

loading the Cannon, but under the Fire of the 

Muſquetery, which was very ſmart on both 
Sides. The Enemy generally open'd the Action 

in the Morning with the Fire of their Small 
Arms for two Hours, which we returned with 
Advantage on our Side. We were likewiſe 
warmly entertain'd by the Enemy from a F Rs 
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of their North-Eaſt Battery, from the Weſt Gate 
Battery, and the Weſt Flank of the K ing'sBaſtion, 
which laſt flank'd this Battery; and therefore, 
On the 20th a Trench being dug on the Ay 20. 
South- End, one 18 Pounder and two 9 Poun- 
ders were brought from the Eight Gun Battery, 
and mounted upon the South Line againſt the 
Flank, which, with the Remainder of the Guns 
at the Eight Gun Battery, diſmounted ſome of 
the Enemy's Cannon, and annoy*d them ſo 
much, that they were filent the reſt of that 
Day, which was often the Caſe afterwards. 
Particularly May 22, the Fire was hot on May 22. 
both Sides till Twelve o*Clock at Noon, when 
the French were beat from their Guns. 
The 23d of May the Enemy mounted two new May 23. 
Guns at the Weſt Flank of the King's Baſtion, 
but in four Hours were forced to leave them. 
The 6th of June they had two Guns run out June 6. 
of new Embrazures, cut through the Parapet 
near the Weſt Gate, which ſoon began to play 
with great Fury, and we were obliged to turn 
three Guns againſt them, and in three Hours 
we diſmounted one, and ſilenced the other for 
that Day. The nine and eleven Inch Mortars 
with conſtant Uſe ſtraining their Beds, occa- 
ſioned their being removed to this Battery, 
which was nearer the Enemy, as were alſo the 
Cohorns. The Bombs in great Number fell all 
round, but did very little Damage. There were 
10 Men killed, and 15 or 16 wounded, ſeveral 
of them with Musket Batts. In the mean time 
the Enemy worked conſtantly in the Night to 
barricade the Gate- Way, where a Breach was 
made. They alſo made a Retrenchment acroſs 
the Circular Battery, and raiſed another Work 
to cover their Magazine, and laid a Boom be- 
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fore the Town, to hinder Boats from landing 
under their Walls. At the ſame Time our Men 
of War and Cruizers were very diligent, and 
took ſeveral Prizes. And 

On the 19th of May there was an Engage- 
ment off the Harbour, in Sight of the Camp, 
between ſome of our Ships and a French Man 
of War. 

The 21ſt a Letter came to the General from 
the Commodore, acquainting him he had taken 
the Vigilant, a French Ship of 64 Guns; beſides 
the Superbe, the Mermaid, Eltham, Maſſachuſet's 
Frigate, and Shirley Galley, were all in the En- 
gagement, and at the taking of her. Three 
Days after the taking the Vigilant, Capt. Ed- 
wards, in the Princeſs Mary of 60 Guns, joined 
the Commodore; and the next Day, Capt. 
Cornwall, in the Hefor of 40 Guns. 

The 20th of May the North Weſt Battery, 
commonly called Titcomb's Battery, was erccted, 
bearing North Weſt by Weſt about 800 Yards 
Diſtance from the Welt Gate, and two 42 
Pounders mounted, which were brought from 
the Grand Butery ; and about a Fornight after 
were brought three 42 Pounders more. This 
Battery did great Execution againſt the Circular 
Battery : By Means of this Bactery and the Ad- 
vance Battery, not only the Weſt Gate was de- 
moliſhed, bur a large Breach was made in the 
Wall to within ten Feet of the Bottom of the 
Ditch. The Circular Battery was almoſt entire- 
demoliſhed ; but three Guns out of ſixtcen 
were left ſtanding, and theſe fo expoſed to the 
North Weſt Battery, that nobody could keep 
the Plattform. The Weſt Flank of the King's 
Baſtion was almoſt entirely ruined, but in ſome 
Meature repaired with Timber. This ny. 

IC 
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the Advance Battery, and the Eight Gun Bat- 
tery, were ſuſtained by 1350 Men. After 
many fruitleſs Preparations for an Attack on the 
Iſland Battery, it was attempted : 
On the 26th of May at Night, by a Party of May 26. 
400 Men ; but from the Strength of the Place, 
and the Advantage the Enemy had of being 
under Cover, and our Men expoſed ih open 
Boats, which a Musket Ball would ſink, the 
Surf running very high, and their not being 
thoroughly acquainted with the beſt Place of Lan- 
ding, they were repulſed with the Loſs of about 
bo killed and drowned, and 116 taken Priſoners. 
The 10th of June, the Chefter arrived from June 10. 
England, and joined the Commodore; and, 
On the 12th the Canterbury and Sunderland; June 12. 
as did likewiſe the Lark, with a Store- ſnip un- 
der her Convoy, bound to Annapolis Royal. It 
being of the utmoſt Conſequence to be Maſters 
of the * Iſland Battery, and, after the laſt At- 
tempt, thought impracticable to reduce it by 
Boats, it was determined to erect a Battery near 
the Light-houſe oppoſite to it, which would be 
3400 Feet diſtant, and in ſuch a Manner, as to 
be expoſed to the Fire of but four of the Enemy's 
Guns, and at the ſame Time to flank a Line of 
above 20 of their Guns; which, notwithſtand- 
ing the almoſt inſuperable Difficulties that at- 
tended 


The Iſland Battery is a ſtrong Fort at the Entrance 
into the Harbour, mounted with 30 Guns 28 Pounders, and 
ſeven Swivels, having two Bras ten Inch Mortars, and 
garriſon'd with 180 Men. 

+ The Difficulties were, tranſporting the Cannon in 
Boats from Chapeaurouge Bay to the Eaſtward of the Light- 
houſe ; the getting them up the Bank of the Shoar, which 
was a ſteep craggy Rock; the hawling them a Mile and 
: __ over an incredible bad Way of Hills, Rocks, and 

loraſſes. 
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( 30 ) 
tended it, was happily effected, and two 18 
Pounders mounted the 1 1th of June; 
June 14. And by the 14th four more, ſuſtained by 
320 Men. Powder growing ſhort, the Fire had 


i for ſome Days been very much ſlacken'd, and 
1 the Freuch began to creep a little out of the 
1 Caſmates and Covers, where they had hid them- 


ſelves during the greateſt Fierceneſs of it ; but 
this being the Anniverſary of his Majeſty's hap- 
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i py Acceſſion to the Throne, it was determined 
j to celebrate it as became loyal Subjects and 
good Soldiers ; and Orders were given for a 


Battery, at Twelve o'Clock ; which was accord- 
ingly done, and follow'd by an inceſſant Fire 


j 

| | 
(4: general Diſcharge of all the Cannon from every 
# 


ed the Enemy, eſpecially as they muſt be ſen- 


47 | all the reft of the Day ; which much diſhearten- 


| ſible what muſt. be the Conſequence of this 
At | new Battery. It was now determined, as ſoon 


as poſſible, after the Arrival of the Canterbury 
and Sunderland, to make a general Attack by 


next Day, all the Tranſports were order*d off 
to take out the ſpare Maſts and Yards, and 
other Lumber of the Men of War. The Sol- 
8 diers were employ' d in gathering Moſs to bar- 
jo ricade their Nettings, and 600 Men were ſent 
4 on board the King's Ships at the Commodore's 
g Requeſt : The large Mortar was order'd to the 
* Light-houſe Battery; and a new Supply of 
Powder arriving, the Fire was more fierce trom 


| 
} | Sea and Land: Accordingly they arriving the 
f 


45 this Time to 
\ 


y 7, Jurers, The 15th, than ever. When the Mortar be- 


A. 


gan to play from the Light-houſe Battery upon 
the Iſland Battery, out of 19 Shells, 17 fell 
within the Fort, and one of them upon the 
Magazine, which, together with the Fire from 

the 
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EE 
the Cannon, to which the Enemy was very much 
expoſed, they having but little to ſhelter them 
from the Shot that ranged quite through their 
Barracks, ſo terrified them, that many of them 
left the Fort, and run into the Water for Refuge. 

The Grand Battery being in our Poſſeſſion ; 
the INand Battery being ſo much annoy'd by the 
Light-houſe Battery; the North Eaſt Battery ſo 
open to our Advance Battery, that it was not 
poſſible for the Enemy to ſtand to their Guns 
all the Guns in the Circular Battery except three 
being diſmounted, and the Wall almoſt wholly 
broke down; the Weſt Gate demoliſhed, and 
a large Breach in the Wall adjoining ; the Weſt 
Flank in the King's Baſtion almoſt ruined ; all 
the Houſes and other Buildings almoſt tore to 
Pieces, but one Houſe in the Town being left 
unhurt, and the Enemy's Stock of Ammunition 
growing ſhort, they ſent out a Flag of Truce 
to the Camp, deſiring Time to conſider upon 
Articles of Capitulation. This was granted till 
the next Morning, when they brought out Ar- 
_ ticles, which were refuſed, and others ſent in by 
the General and Commodore, and agreed to 
by the Enemy : Hoſtages were exchanged ; and 

On the 17th-of June, the City and Fortreſſes 
were ſurrendred, and the Garriſon and all the 
Inhabitants, to the Number of 2000, capable 
of bearing Arms, made Priſoners, to be tranſ- 
ported to France with all their perſonal Effects. 
During the whole Stege, we had not more than 
101 Men killed by the Enemy and all other 
Accidents, and abour 3o died of Sickneſs. And 
according to the beſt Accounts, there were kil- 
led of the Enemy within the Walls, about 300, 
beſides Numbers that died by being confined 
within the Caſmates. 
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. E the Subſcribers having peruſed the be- 


fore written Journal and Account of the 
Proceedings of the New-England Land Forces, 
during the late Expedition againſt the French Set- 
tlements on Cape Breton, to the Time of the Sur- 


render of Louisbourg, to all which Proceedings 


we were privy, do hereby certify, that the ſame 

contains a juſt Repreſentation of the Tranſactions 

and Occurrences therein ſet forth, and of the Be- 

haviour of the ſaid Forces. In Witneſs whereof, 

we have hereto ſubſcribed our Names. 
Louishourg, Oct. 20, 1745. 


Wm. Pepperrell, Leiutenant General and 
Commander in Chief of the New- 

England Forces. 

S. Waldo, Brigadier General of the Land 
Forces, and Colonel of the Second 

| — Kegiment, 

Sam. Moore, Colonel of the New Hamp- 

ſmire Regiment. Re 
Simon Lothrop, Lieutenant Colonel of the 
= Connecticut Regiment. 


Richard Gridley, Lieutenant Colonel of the 
Train of Artillery. 
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